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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) A method for providing at least one extra credit line to an 
existing credit card account, comprising: 

determining a target customer group from a set of customers, wherein each 
customer in the set of customers holds an existing credit card account issued by a credit 
card issuer; 

presenting an offer for an extra credit line to each customer in the target 
customer group; 

processing responses to the offers from customers in the target customer group 
and activating at least one extra line of credit to the existing credit card account of each 
customer that has responded to the offer for extra credit; and 

notifying each customer who has responded to the extra credit offer of an 
activated status of the at least one extra credit line associated with the customer's credit 
card account. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the target customer group 
includes at least one. web site customer that has accessed a web site offered by the 
credit card issuer, and wherein presenting offers includes: 

presenting the offer for extra credit on a page included in the web site; and 
receiving a response from the web site customer through the web site, 
and further wherein notifying each customer includes presenting a message 
indicating the activated status of the extra credit line on another web page. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the target customer group 
includes at least one point of sale customer that attempts to perform a purchase 
transaction at a point of sale terminal associated with a vendor, and wherein presenting 
offers further includes: 

sending a message indicating the offer for extra credit to the point of sale 
terminal; 

presenting the offer to the point of sale customer at the point of sale terminal; and 
processing a response to the offer from the point of sale customer. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein presenting the offer to the point 
of sale customer further includes: 

printing the offer for extra credit on a sales receipt associated with the purchase 
transaction. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein presenting the offer to the point 
of sale customer further includes: 

displaying a message on a display at the point of sale terminal, wherein the 
message indicates to a user of the point of sale terminal to notify the point of sale 
customer of the offer for extra credit. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein processing responses includes: 
associating at least one vendor with the at least one extra line of credit that has 

been activated for each customer's credit card account, wherein the at least one extra 
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line of credit may only be used for purchases that are associated with the at least one 
vendor. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein associating at least one vendor 
with each extra line of credit that has been activated for each customer's credit card 
account further includes: 

determining a set of vendors to be associated with each customer's extra line of 
credit based on customer profile information; and 

adding the set of vendors to a customer vendor table associated with each 
customer who has responded to offer for extra credit. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein determining the set of vendors 
further includes: 

presenting a list of vendors to each customer, and 

receiving from each customer vendors selected from the list of vendors. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the list of vendors are 
presented to each customer based on each customer's customer profile. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one extra line of 
credit includes a first and a second extra line of credit, and wherein the first line of credit 
may only be used for transactions that are associated with a first vendor, and the 
second extra line of credit may only be used for transactions associated with a second 
vendor. 
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11.-25. (Canceled). 

26. (Original) A method for providing extra credit lines to credit cards with 
existing lines of credit, comprising: 

presenting an offer to a customer holding a credit card with at least one existing 
credit line; 

adding at least one extra credit line to the customer's credit card; and 
notifying the customer that the at least one extra credit line has been added to 

the credit card, wherein the customer may use the extra credit line to purchase goods 

and services after being notified. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

permitting the extra credit line to be used to purchase goods and services only at 
vendor sites associated with selected vendors. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising: 

permitting the selected vendors to be determined by a credit card issuer that 
issued the customer's credit card. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising: 
permitting the selected vendors to be determined by the customer. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising: 

permitting the at least one extra credit line and the at least one existing credit line 
to be used to purchase goods and services at the vendor sites. 
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31. (Original) The method of claim 30, further comprising: 

applying purchases to an available balance associated with the extra credit line 
prior to applying purchases to an available balance associated with the existing credit 
line. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein presenting the offer 
comprises: 

presenting the offer to the customer by at least one of the following: a web site 
accessed by the customer, telephonic communication, electronic mail message, 
conventional mail message and a message presented at a point of sale terminal. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein notifying comprises: 
notifying the customer by at least one of a web site accessed by the following: 

customer, telephonic communication, electronic mail message, conventional mail 
message and a message presented at a point of sale terminal. 

34. (Original) A computer-readable medium including instructions for 
performing a method, when executed by a processor, for providing at least one extra 
credit line to an existing credit card account, the method comprising: 

determining a target customer group from a set of customers, wherein each 
customer in the set of customers holds an existing credit card account issued by a credit 
card issuer; 

presenting an offer for an extra credit line to each customer in the target 
customer group; 
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processing responses to the offers from customers in the target customer group 
and activating at least one extra line of credit to the existing credit card account of each 
customer that has responded to the offer for extra credit; and 

notifying each customer who has responded to the extra credit offer of an 
activated status of the at least one extra credit line associated with the customer's credit 
card account. 

35. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 34, wherein the target 
customer group includes at least one web site customer that has accessed a web site 
offered by the credit card issuer, and wherein presenting offers includes: 

presenting the offer for extra credit on a page included in the web site; and 
receiving a response from the web site customer through the web site, 
and further wherein notifying each customer includes presenting a message 
indicating the activated status of the extra credit line on another web page. 

36. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 34, wherein the target 
customer group includes at least one point of sale customer that attempts to perform a 
purchase transaction at a point of sale terminal associated with a vendor, and wherein 
presenting offers further includes: 

sending a message indicating the offer for extra credit to the point of sale 
terminal; 

presenting the offer to the point of sale customer at the point of sale terminal; and 
processing a response to the offer from the point of sale customer. 
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37. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 36, wherein 
presenting the offer to the point of sale customer further includes: 

printing the offer for extra credit on a sales receipt associated with the purchase 
transaction. 

38. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 36, wherein 
presenting the offer to the point of sale customer further includes: 

displaying a message on a display at the point of sale terminal, wherein the 
message indicates to a user of the point of sale terminal to notify the point of sale 
customer of the offer for extra credit. 

39. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 34, wherein 
processing responses includes: 

associating at least one vendor with the at least one extra line of credit that has 
been activated for each customer's credit card account, wherein the at least one extra 
line of credit may only be used for purchases that are associated with the at least one 
vendor. 

40. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 39, wherein 
associating at least one vendor with each extra line of credit that has been activated for 
each customer's credit card account further includes: 

determining a set of vendors to be associated with each customer's extra line of 
credit based on customer profile information; and 
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adding the set of vendors to a customer vendor table associated with each 
customer who has responded to offer for extra credit. 

41 . (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 40, wherein 
determining the set of vendors further includes: 

presenting a list of vendors to each customer, and 

receiving from each customer vendors selected from the list of vendors. 

42. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 41 , wherein the list of 
vendors are presented to each customer based on each customer's customer profile. 

43. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one extra line of credit includes a first and a second extra line of credit, and 
wherein the first line of credit may only be used for transactions that are associated with 
a first vendor, and the second extra line of credit may only be used for transactions 
associated with a second vendor. 

44. - 59. (Canceled). 

60. (Original) A system for providing extra credit lines to credit cards with 
existing lines of credit, comprising: 

means for presenting an offer to a customer holding a credit card with at least 
one existing credit line; 

means for activating at least one extra credit line to the customer's credit card; 

and 
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means for notifying the customer that the at least one extra credit line has been 
added to the credit card, wherein the customer may use the extra credit line to purchase 
goods and services after being notified. 

61 . (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

means for permitting the extra credit line to be used to purchase goods and 
services only at vendor sites associated with selected vendors. 

62. (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

means for permitting the selected vendors to be determined by a credit card 
issuer that issued the customer's credit card. 

63. (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

means for permitting the selected vendors to be determined by the customer. 

64. (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

means for permitting the at least one extra credit line and the at least one 
existing credit line are to be used to purchase goods and services at the vendor sites. 

65. (Original) The system of claim 64, further comprising: 

means for applying purchases to an available balance associated with the extra 
credit line prior to applying purchases to an available balance associated with the 
existing credit line. 

66. (Original) The system of claim 60, wherein the means for presenting the 
offer comprises: 
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means for presenting the offer to the customer by at least one of the following: a 
web site accessed by the customer, telephonic communication, electronic mail 
message, conventional mail message and a message presented at a point of sale 
terminal. 

67.-71. (Canceled). 

72. (Original) A system for providing at least one extra credit line to an 
existing credit card account, comprising: 

means for determining a target customer group from a set of customers, wherein 
each customer in the set of customers holds an existing credit card account issued by a 
credit card issuer; 

means for presenting an offer for an extra credit line to each customer in the 
target customer group; 

means for processing responses to the offers from customers in the target 
customer group and activating at least one extra line of credit to the existing credit card 
account of each customer that has responded to the offer for extra credit; and 

means for notifying each customer who has responded to the extra credit offer of 
an activated status of the at least one extra credit line associated with the customer's 
credit card account. 

73. (Original) The system of claim 72, wherein the target customer group 
includes at least one web site customer that has accessed a web site offered by the 
credit card issuer, and wherein the means for presenting an offer includes: 



11 



U.S. Patent Application No. 09/780,468 

05793.3051-00000 



means for presenting the offer for extra credit on a page included in the web site; 

and 

means for receiving a response from the web site customer through the web site, 
and further wherein the means for notifying each customer includes means for 

presenting a message indicating the activated status of the extra credit line on another 

web page. 

74. (Original) The system of claim 72, wherein the means for processing 
responses includes: 

means for associating at least one vendor with the at least one extra line of credit 
that has been activated for each customer's credit card account, wherein the at least 
one extra line of credit may only be used for purchases that are associated with the at 
least one vendor. 

75. (Original) The system of claim 74, wherein the means for associating at 
least one vendor with each extra line of credit that has been activated for each 
customer's credit card account further includes: 

means for determining a set of vendors to be associated with each customer's 
extra line of credit based on customer profile information; and 

means for adding the set of vendors to a customer vendor table associated with 
each customer who has responded to offer for extra credit. 

76. (Original) The system of claim 75, wherein the means for determining the 
set of vendors further includes: 
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means for receiving from each customer vendors selected from the list of 
vendors. 

77. (Original) The system of claim 76, wherein the list of vendors are 
presented to each customer based on each customer's customer profile. 

78. (Original) The system of claim 72, wherein the at least one extra line of 
credit includes a first and a second extra line of credit, and wherein the first line of credit 
may only be used for transactions that are associated with a first vendor, and the 
second extra line of credit may only be used for transactions associated with a second 
vendor. 

79. - 123. (Canceled). 

124. (New) A method for processing credit card transactions, comprising: 
receiving transaction information associated with a customer attempting to 

perform a transaction at a vendor site using a credit card issued from a credit card 

issuer; 

determining whether the customer has an extra line of credit associated with the 
credit card based on the transaction information; 

determining whether the vendor is associated with the credit card issuer based 
on the transaction information; 

determining whether the vendor is associated with the customer's extra line of 
credit based on the transaction information; and 
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applying the transaction to the extra line of credit when it is determined that the 
customer does have an extra line of credit and the vendor is associated with the credit 
card issuer. 

125. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the vendor is associated with 
the credit card issuer and is not associated with the customers extra line of credit, the 
method further comprising: 

allowing the customer to selectively add the vendor to a vendor group associated 
with the customer's extra line of credit, wherein the vender group includes a plurality of 
vendors that are associated with the customer's extra line of credit. 

126. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein determining whether the 
customer has an extra line of credit associated with the credit card further includes: 

determining that the customer does not have an extra line of credit associated 
with the credit card; 

presenting an offer to the customer to obtain an extra line of credit from the credit 
card issuer; 

processing the customer's response to the offer to determine if the customer 
accepts the offer; and 

activating an extra line of credit for the customer's credit card if the customer 
accepts the offer. 
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127. (New) The method of claim 126, wherein the offer indicates a set of 
selected vendors the extra line of credit is associated with, wherein the vendor is 
included with the set of selected vendors. 

128. (New) The method of claim 126, wherein the offer indicates a list of 
associated vendors, the method further comprising: 

determining a set of vendors selected by the customer from the list of associated 
vendors; and 

relating the set of vendors selected by the customer with the customer's extra 
line of credit. 

129. (New) The method of claim 128, further comprising: 

including a vendor associated with the vendor site in the list of associated 
vendors. 

130. (New) The method of claim 124, further comprising: 

applying the transaction to a primary line of credit associated with the customer's 
credit card when it is determined that the customer does have an extra line of credit and 
the vendor is not associated with the credit card issuer. 

131. (New) The method of claim 124, further comprising: 

applying the transaction to a primary line of credit associated with the customer's 
credit card when it is determined that the customer does have an extra line of credit and 
the vendor is not associated with the customer's extra line of credit. 
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132. (New) The method of claim 124, further comprising: 

applying the transaction to a primary line of credit and the extra line of credit 
associated with the customer's credit card. 

133. (New) The method of claim 124, further comprising: 

presenting, when it is determined that the customer does have an extra line of 
credit and that the vendor is not associated with the customer's extra line of credit, an 
offer to the customer to associate the vendor to the customer's extra line of credit; 

processing the customer's response to the offer to determine if the customer 
accepted the offer; and 

associating the vendor to the customer's extra line of credit if the customer 
accepts the offer. 

134. (New) The method of claim 124, further comprising: 
providing the vendor site as a web site; and 

permitting the customer to perform the transaction using a remote computer 
system to access the web site. 

135. (New) The method of claim 124, further comprising: 
providing the vendor site as a merchant location; and 

permitting the customer to perform the transaction at a point of sale terminal 
located at the merchant location. 

136. (New) A method of performing transactions associated with a web site 
that corresponds to a credit card issuer, comprising: 
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initiating a session between a customer and a server system for the web site; 
performing a first process by the server system; and 

performing a second process by a credit card issuer system, wherein the credit 
card issuer system is associated with a credit card issuer that issued a credit card 
account to the customer to perform purchase transactions, 
wherein the first process includes: 

receiving a first instruction from the customer to select an item offered for 
purchase through the web site; 

receiving a second instruction from the customer to attempt to complete a 
purchase transaction associated with the first instruction; 

sending customer transaction information to the second process while 
maintaining the session between the customer and the server system; 

receiving decision information from the second process; 

requesting authorization of the purchase transaction based on the 
decision information; and 

completing the purchase transaction based on the results of the 
authorization request, 

and wherein the second process includes: 

determining whether the customer has an extra line of credit associated 
with the customer's credit card account based on the customer transaction information; 

presenting an offer to the customer to add an extra line of credit to the 
customer's credit card account; 
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adding an extra line of credit to the customer's credit card account based 
on a customer's response to the offer; and 

providing the decision information to the first process, wherein the 
indication information indicates that the customer has an extra line of credit. 

137. (New) The method of claim 136, wherein requesting authorization of the 
purchase transaction includes sending an authorization request to an authorization 
system, wherein the authorization system is associated with the credit card issuer and 
wherein the authorization system performs an authorization process including: 

determining whether the purchase transaction is authorized to be applied against 
the extra line of credit; and 

applying the purchase transaction to the extra line of credit in the event the 
purchase transaction is authorized to be applied to the extra line of credit. 

138. (New) The method of claim 137, wherein the purchase transaction is 
applied to a primary line of credit associated with the customer's credit card account in 
the event the purchase transaction is not authorized to be applied to the extra line of 
credit. 

139. (New) A computer-readable medium including instructions for performing 
a method, when executed by a processor, for processing credit card transactions, 
comprising: 
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receiving transaction information associated with a customer attempting to 
perform a transaction at a vendor site using a credit card issued from a credit card 
issuer; 

determining whether the customer has an extra line of credit associated with the 
credit card based on the transaction information; 

determining whether the vendor is associated with the credit card issuer based 
on the transaction information; 

determining whether the vendor is associated with the customer's extra line of 
credit based on the transaction information; and 

applying the transaction to the extra line of credit when it is determined that the 
customer does have an extra line of credit and the vendor is associated with the credit 
card issuer. 

140. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 139, wherein the vendor 
is associated with the credit card issuer and is not associated with the customer's extra 
line of credit, the method further comprising: 

allowing the customer to selectively add the vendor to a vendor group associated 
with the customer's extra line of credit, wherein the vender group includes a plurality of 
vendors that are associated with the customer's extra line of credit. 

141 . (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 39, wherein determining 
whether the customer has an extra line of credit associated with the credit card further 
includes: 



19 



U.S. Patent Application No. 09/780,468 

05793.3051-00000 



determining that the customer does not have an extra line of credit associated 
with the credit card; 

presenting an offer to the customer to obtain an extra line of credit from the credit 
card issuer; 

processing the customer's response to the offer to determine if the customer 
accepts the offer; and 

activating an extra line of credit for the customer's credit card if the customer 
accepts the offer. 

142. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 141 , wherein the offer 
indicates a set of selected vendors the extra line of credit is associated with, wherein 
the vendor is included with the set of selected vendors. 

143. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 141 , wherein the offer 
indicates a list of associated vendors, the method further comprising: 

determining a set of vendors selected by the customer from the list of associated 
vendors; and 

relating the set of vendors selected by the customer with the customer's extra 
line of credit. 

144. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 143, further comprising: 
including a vendor associated with the vendor site in the list of associated 

vendors. 

145. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 139, further comprising: 
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applying the transaction to a primary line of credit associated with the customer's 
credit card when it is determined that the customer does have an extra line of credit and 
the vendor is not associated with the credit card issuer. 

146. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 139, further comprising: 
applying the transaction to a primary line of credit associated with the customer's 

credit card when it is determined that the customer does have an extra line of credit and 
the vendor is not associated with the customer's extra line of credit. 

147. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 139, further comprising: 
applying the transaction to a primary line of credit and the extra line of credit 

associated with the customer's credit card. 

148. (New) A system for processing credit card transactions, comprising: 
means for receiving transaction information associated with a customer 

attempting to perform a transaction at a vendor site using a credit card issued from a 
credit card issuer; 

means for determining whether the customer has an extra line of credit 
associated with the credit card based on the transaction information; 

means for determining whether the vendor is associated with the credit card 
issuer based on the transaction information; 

means for determining whether the vendor is associated with the customer's 
extra line of credit based on the transaction information; and 
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means for applying the transaction to the extra line of credit when it is determined 
that the customer does have an extra line of credit and the vendor is associated with the 
credit card issuer. 

149. (New) The system of claim 148, further comprising: 

means for presenting, when it is determined that the customer does have an 
extra line of credit and that the vendor is not associated with the customer's extra line of 
credit, an offer to the customer to associate the vendor to the customer's extra line of 
credit; 

means for processing the customer's response to the offer to determine if the 
customer accepted the offer; and 

means for associating the vendor to the customer's extra line of credit if the 
customer accepts the offer. 

150. (New) The system of claim 148, further comprising: 
means for providing the vendor site as a web site; and 

means for permitting the customer to perform the transaction using a remote 
computer system to access the web site. 

151. (New) The system of claim 148, further comprising: 
means for providing the vendor site as a merchant location; and 

means for permitting the customer to perform the transaction at a point of sale 
terminal located at the merchant location. 
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152. (New) A system for processing transactions associated with a web site 
that corresponds to a credit card issuer, comprising: 

means for initiating a session between a customer and a server system for the 
web site; 

means for performing a first process by the server system; and 
means for performing a second process by a credit card issuer system, wherein 
the credit card issuer system is associated with a credit card issuer that issued a credit 
card account to the customer to perform purchase transactions, 

wherein the means for performing the first process includes: 

means for receiving a first instruction from the customer to select an item 
offered for purchase through the web site; 

means for receiving a second instruction from the customer to attempt to 
complete a purchase transaction associated with the first instruction; 

means for sending customer transaction information to the means for 
performing the second process while maintaining the session between the customer 
and the server system; 

means for receiving decision information from the second process; 
means for requesting authorization of the purchase transaction based on 
the decision information; and 

means for completing the purchase transaction based on the results of the 
authorization request, 

and wherein the means for performing a second process includes: 
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means for determining whether the customer has an extra line of credit 
associated with the customer's credit card account based on the customer transaction 
information; 

means for presenting an offer to the customer to add an extra line of credit 
to the customer's credit card account; 

means for adding an extra line of credit to the customer's credit card 
account based on a customer's response to the offer; and 

means for providing the decision information to the means for performing 
the first process, wherein the decision information indicates that the customer has an 
extra line of credit. 

153. (New) The system of claim 152, wherein the means for requesting 
authorization of the purchase transaction includes means for sending an authorization 
request to an authorization system, wherein the authorization system is associated with 
the credit card issuer and wherein the authorization system includes: 

means for determining whether the purchase transaction is authorized to be 
applied against the extra line of credit; and 

means for applying the purchase transaction to the extra line of credit in the 
event the purchase transaction is authorized to be applied to the extra line of credit. 

154. (New) The system of claim 152, wherein the purchase transaction is 
applied to a primary line of credit associated with the customer's credit card account if 
the purchase transaction is not authorized to be applied to the extra line of credit. 
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155. (New) A method for processing payments for a credit card account 
including a first credit line, a second credit line and a third credit line, wherein the third 
credit line was added to the credit card account after a credit card associated with the 
credit card account had been issued to a customer, the method comprising: 

receiving a payment from the customer; 

determining an outstanding balance for each of the first, second or third credit 
lines; and 

applying the payment into proportionate sub-payments based on the determined 
outstanding balances for each of the credit lines. 

156. (New) The method of claim 155, wherein applying comprises: 
applying each sub-payment to each credit line that has an outstanding balance, 

wherein at least one sub-payment is applied to the third credit line, and the 
proportionate sub-payments are equal. 

157. (New) The method of claim 155, wherein applying comprises: 
applying each sub-payment to each credit line that has an outstanding balance, 

wherein at least one sub-payment is applied to the third credit line, and the 
proportionate sub-payments are not equal. 

158. (New) A method for processing payments for a credit card account 
including a first credit line and a second credit line, wherein the second credit line was 
added to the credit card account after a credit card associated with the credit card 
account had been issued to a customer, the method comprising: 
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receiving a payment from the customer; 

applying the payment to the first credit line until an outstanding balance of the 
first credit line is reduced to a zero balance; and 

applying a remainder of the payment to the second credit line. 

159. (New) The method of claim 158, wherein applying comprises: 
applying a remainder of the payment until an outstanding balance of the second 

credit line is reduced to a zero balance. 

160. (New) A method for editing a vendor profile associated with at least one 
extra credit line associated with a credit card account, wherein the vendor profile 
includes at least one vendor and the extra credit line may only be used for purchases 
that are associated with the at least one vendor, the method comprising: 

receiving an indication from a customer to edit the vendor profile; 

presenting to the customer a customer vendor list including the at least one 
vendor included in the vendor profile; and 

editing the vendor profile based on selections by the customer associated with 
the customer vendor list. 

161. (New) The method of claim 160, wherein the vendor profile and customer 
vendor list each include at least one selected vendor, and wherein editing the vendor 
profile includes: 
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removing the at least one selected vendor from the vendor profile based on the 
at least one selected vendor being selected by the customer from the customer vendor 
list. 

162. (New) The method of claim 160, wherein editing the vendor profile 
includes: 

presenting a vendor master list that includes vendors that are included in the 
customer vendor list and at least one separate vendor that is not included in the 
customer vendor list; and 

adding the at least one separate vendor to the vendor profile in response to the 
customer selecting the at least one separate vendor from the vendor master list. 

163. (New) A system for editing a vendor profile associated with at least one 
extra credit line associated with a credit card account, wherein the vendor profile 
includes at least one vendor and the extra credit line may only be used for purchases 
that are associated with the at least one vendor, the system comprising: 

means for receiving an indication from a customer to edit the vendor profile; 

means for presenting to the customer a customer vendor list including the at 
least one vendor included in the vendor profile; and 

means for editing the vendor profile based on selections by the customer 
associated with the customer vendor list. 
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164. (New) The system of claim 163, wherein the vendor profile and customer 
vendor list each include at least one selected vendor, and wherein the means for editing 
the vendor profile includes: 

means for removing the at least one selected vendor from the vendor profile 
based on the at least one selected vendor being selected by the customer from the 
customer vendor list. 

165. (New) The system of claim 163, wherein editing the vendor profile 
includes: 

means for presenting a vendor master list that includes vendors that are included 
in the customer vendor list and at least one separate vendor that is not included in the 
customer vendor list; and 

means for adding the at least one separate vendor to the vendor profile in 
response to the customer selecting the at least one separate vendor from the vendor 
master list. 

166. (New) A method for managing a financial account, comprising: 
providing a consumer with the financial account having a first account component 

and a second account component, wherein the first and second account components 
have respective first and second account parameters associated with purchase 
transactions made by the consumer using the financial account; 

allowing the consumer to select a vendor to be associated with the first account 
component; 
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processing purchase transactions with the selected vendor based on the first 
account parameter; and 

processing purchase transactions with other vendors based on the second 
account parameter. 

167. (New) The method of claim 166, further comprising: 

generating a billing statement reflecting an amount to be paid by the consumer 
based on the first and second account parameters, wherein the amount to be paid is 
reduced when based on the first account parameter. 

168. (New) The method of claim 166, wherein the financial account is a credit 
card account and the consumer may select any vendor that accepts purchases using 
the credit card account. 

169. (New) The method of claim 166, wherein the first account parameter is a 
first interest rate and the second account parameter is a second interest rate different 
from the first interest rate. 

170. (New) The method of claim 166, wherein the purchase transactions are 
associated with one of: 

(i) an internet-based purchase transaction; 

(ii) a point-of-sale purchase transaction; 

(iii) a purchase transaction made over a telephone; and 

(iv) a purchase transaction made using conventional mail. 



29 



U.S. Patent Application No. 09/780,468 
05793.3051-00000 



171 . (New) The method of claim 166, wherein allowing the consumer to select 
a vendor further comprises: 

presenting an offer for the financial account to the consumer, wherein the offer 
includes a request to select a vendor to be associated with the financial account. 

172. (New) The method of claim 171 , wherein the request includes a list of 
vendors, and wherein the consumer may select the vendor from the list. 

173. (New) The method of claim 171, wherein the request includes a list of 
vendors, and wherein the selected vendor is not included in the list. 

174. (New) The method of claim 166, wherein the financial account includes 
an available balance that is adjusted based on the purchase transactions with the 
selected and other vendors. 

175. (New) The method of claim 166, wherein processing purchase 
transactions with the selected vendor comprises: 

applying first fees to the financial account for purchase transactions with the 
selected vendor based on the first account parameter. 

176. (New) The method of claim 175, wherein processing purchase 
transactions with the other vendors comprises: 

applying second fees to the financial account for purchase transactions with the 
other vendors based on the second account parameter, wherein the second fees are 
higher than the first fees. 
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177. (New) The method of claim 176, wherein the first and second account 
parameters are first and second interest rates, respectively, wherein the first interest 
rate is lower than the second interest rate. 

178. (New) The method of claim 176, wherein the first and second account 
parameters include first and second finance charges, respectively. 

179. (New) A system for managing a financial account, comprising: 

means for providing a consumer with the financial account having a first account 
component and a second account component, wherein the first and second account 
components have respective first and second account parameters associated with 
purchase transactions made by the consumer using the financial account; 

means for allowing the consumer to select a vendor to be associated with the 
first account component; 

means for processing purchase transactions with the selected vendor based on 
the first account parameter; and 

means for processing purchase transactions with other vendors based on the 
second account parameter. 

180. (New) The system of claim 179, further comprising: 

means for generating a billing statement reflecting an amount to be paid by the 
consumer based on the first and second account parameters, wherein the amount to be 
paid is reduced when based on the first account parameter. 
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181. (New) The system of claim 179, wherein the financial account is a credit 
card account and the consumer may select any vendor that accepts purchases using 
the credit card account. 

182. (New) The system of claim 179, wherein the first account parameter is a 
first interest rate and the second account parameter is a second interest rate different 
from the first interest rate. 

183. (New) The system of claim 179, wherein the purchase transactions are 
associated with one of: 

(i) an internet-based purchase transaction; 

(ii) a point-of-sale purchase transaction; 

(iii) a purchase transaction made over a telephone; and 

(iv) a purchase transaction made using conventional mail. 

184. (New) The system of claim 179, wherein the means for allowing the 
consumer to select a vendor further comprises: 

means for presenting an offer for the financial account to the consumer, wherein 
the offer includes a request to select a vendor to be associated with the financial 
account. 

185. (New) The system of claim 184, wherein the request includes a list of 
vendors, and wherein the consumer may select the vendor from the list. 
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186. (New) The system of claim 184, wherein the request includes a list of 
vendors, and wherein the selected vendor is not included in the list. 

187. (New) The system of claim 179, wherein the financial account includes an 
available balance that is adjusted based on the purchase transactions with the selected 
and other vendors. 

188. (New) The system of claim 179, wherein the means for processing 
purchase transactions with the selected vendor comprises: 

means for applying first fees to the financial account for purchase transactions 
with the selected vendor based on the first account parameter. 

189. (New) The system of claim 188, wherein the means for processing 
purchase transactions with the other vendors comprises: 

means for applying second fees to the financial account for purchase 
transactions with the other vendors based on the second account parameter, wherein 
the second fees are higher than the first fees. 

190. (New) The system of claim 189, wherein the first and second account 
parameters are first and second interest rates, respectively, wherein the first interest 
rate is lower than the second interest rate. 

191 . (New) The system of claim 189, wherein the first and second account 
parameters include first and second finance charges, respectively. 
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192. (New) A computer-readable medium including instructions for performing 
a method, when executed by a processor, for managing a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

providing a consumer with the financial account having a first account component 
and a second account component, wherein the first and second account components 
have respective first and second account parameters associated with purchase 
transactions made by the consumer using the financial account; 

allowing the consumer to select a vendor to be associated with the first account 
component; 

processing purchase transactions with the selected vendor based on the first 
account parameter; and 

processing purchase transactions with other vendors based on the second 
account parameter. 

193. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 192, wherein the method 
further comprises: 

generating a billing statement reflecting an amount to be paid by the consumer 
based on the first and second account parameters, wherein the amount to be paid is 
reduced when based on the first account parameter. 

194. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 192, wherein the financial 
account is a credit card account and the consumer may select any vendor that accepts 
purchases using the credit card account. 
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195. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 192, wherein the first 
account parameter is a first interest rate and the second account parameter is a second 
interest rate different from the first interest rate. 

196. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 192, wherein the 
purchase transactions are associated with one of: 

(i) an internet-based purchase transaction; 

(ii) a point-of-sale purchase transaction; 

(iii) a purchase transaction made over a telephone; and 

(iv) a purchase transaction made using conventional mail. 

197. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 192, wherein allowing the 
consumer to select a vendor further comprises: 

presenting an offer for the financial account to the consumer, wherein the offer 
includes a request to select a vendor to be associated with the financial account. 

198. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 197, wherein the request 
includes a list of vendors, and wherein the consumer may select the vendor from the 
list. 

199. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 197, wherein the request 
includes a list of vendors, and wherein the selected vendor is not included in the list. 
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200. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 192, wherein the financial 
account includes an available balance that is adjusted based on the purchase 
transactions with the selected and other vendors. 

201. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 192, wherein processing 
purchase transactions with the selected vendor comprises: 

applying first fees to the financial account for purchase transactions with the 
selected vendor based on the first account parameter. 

202. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 201 , wherein processing 
purchase transactions with the other vendors comprises: 

applying second fees to the financial account for purchase transactions with the 
other vendors based on the second account parameter, wherein the second fees are 
higher than the first fees. 

203. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 202, wherein the first and 
second account parameters are first and second interest rates, respectively, wherein 
the first interest rate is lower than the second interest rate. 

204. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 202, wherein the first and 
second account parameters include first and second finance charges, respectively. 
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